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feature; and its priesthood as yet had made no impression on
the ignorance, the licentiousness, and the odious vices ap-
parently general among all orders of men. It was, of course,
a bitter enemy of the Anglican Church; but Ireland, we
repeat, had not yet had experience of religious hatreds at
their worst.
The intellectual life of Ireland continued to be, as was
indeed natural, deplorably weak throughout this period.
Trinity College was founded in 1591; it was to become a
mother of eminent men, but it was as yet only in its first infancy.
A few books were published in Dublin, but they were mostly
produced by English pens; the best commentaries on Ireland,
at this time, were, with hardly an exception, the works of
Englishmen. Two or three of the Irish Chancellors of the day
were learned and even distinguished men; the influence of the
Irish Bar was growing, as English law spread beyond the Pale;
the Irish House of Commons, largely increased in numbers,,
more than once resisted Tudor stretches of power with the
spirit of the volunteers of 1781-2, and had, doubtless, mem-
bers of parts and capacity. But in the age of Shakespeare, of
Spenser, of Bacon, when the intellect of England flashed out
in a glory of Dramatic Art, of Song, of Philosophy, certainly
more splendid than has since been seen, no great writer or
thinker appeared in Ireland; her literature in the sixteenth
century is the dross of antiquity, useful only as a witness to her
unhappy fortunes. The learned researches of the Brehon
lawyers, the poetry of the native bards and minstrels, were
probably less abundant in these troubled years than they had
been in preceding ages; the destruction of the Religious
Houses, the wrongs occasionally done to the Celtic priest-
hood, nay, their increased activity in the cause of Rome,
contributed probably to this decline. The annalists and
chroniclers, however, seemed to have toiled on; and a native
literature was growing up of an historical kind, of a significant